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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• Read Acts 6:8-7:60 or listen to “Martyrs” in the message archive.  

• Read Acts 1:8. What is the connection between Jesus’ command and the events of Acts 8:1-4? 

What can we learn from those believers’ response to persecution?   

• Why were the Samaritans attentive to Philip? How did his acts validate his ministry? Does the 
modern church need to have her ministry validated? Explain. 

• According to verse 8, what was the result of Philip’s faithfulness? Should we expect to see 
similar results from our faithful ministry efforts? Why or why not?    

• What would you say was Simon’s motive in practicing sorcery? What was his motive for 

joining the church? How are they similar? Different? What did Simon learn from his interaction 
with Peter and John? What did you learn? 

• Why was it important, especially at this early point in the church’s history, for the apostles to 

evaluate God’s work in a new place? What does that teach us about the missional work of the 
church today? 

• What do verses 9-13 teach about the necessity of the Holy Spirit in regard to salvation? Why 

might God have withheld His Spirit from these new believers for a short time prior to this 
instance? 

• What do we learn about the Ethiopian man? How did Philip take advantage of this special 

situation? Is there any way to know if the Ethiopian official responded to the gospel with 
repentance and belief?  

• Identify a difficult area for you to share the gospel. It might be family, friends, co-workers, or 

others in your social circle. Be prepared to share this difficulty with your group to receive 
prayer and encouragement. 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Research the rift between the Jewish people and the Samaritans. How does this rift impact your 

understanding of Acts 1:8 and the Acts 8 ministry of Phillip, Peter, and John among these people?  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx

